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reinforces social responsibility
by nurturing, in each student, a sense of:

⚫ The value of service and social action

⚫ Community, spirituality, responsibility, and stewardship.

⚫ Character as well as intellectual growth and exploration.

⚫ The value of unique gifts, talents, voices and interests.



1959: AFSC sponsored Dr. King’s visit to 
Gandhi’s family.  
He adopted NON-VIOLENT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
as a core value of the Civil Right Movement

⚫ “Violence only begets violence.” 

⚫ “Since being in India, I am more 
convinced than ever before that 
the method of non-violent 
resistance is the most potent 
weapon available to oppressed 
people in their struggle for 
justice and human dignity.” 

⚫ MLK

Gandhi: non-violent resistance to injustice is the way to a just society. 

“Satyagraha: truth power.”  Reconciliation is the way to a peaceful society.



Civil Disobedience over the years



Supreme Court 
and Segregation

1946: Irene Morgan

1896: Plessy v. Ferguson

1954: Brown v Board of Education



MONTGOMERY 
BUS 
BOYCOTT

1955: 
Rosa Parks  
refused to give up 
her bus seat to a 
white man.

1955-56: Martin 
Luther King and 
Ralph 
Abernathy 
organized the 
Montgomery Bus 
Boycott.

Abernathy’s
home was 
bombed.



CORE ORGANIZES THE FREEDOM RIDES

Levi Coffin

Quaker activist, called 

“President of the 

Underground Railroad”, 

violated “Fugitive Slave 

Law”. 

Mob attacks
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May 14th:

Mob slashed 

the tires, 

crippling the 

bus.

The mob fire-

bombed the bus, 

held the doors 

shut.

An undercover 

State Policeman 

drew his gun, 

ordered the door 

to be opened.

Choking 

Freedom Riders 

were beaten as 

they stumbled 

out of the 

inferno.

Mother’s Day: Six miles SW of Anniston, Alabama 



The bus 

turned into 

an inferno.

Alabama State police watch the 

burning bus.  

We might ask why they did not show 

up until after the fire-bombing, even 

though the violence began an hour 

earlier at the Greyhound bus station 

in Anniston.



14 May 1961: 
Birmingham:
Freedom Riders on the 
Trailways Bus were 
attacked.
The violence was 
particularly focused on
white Riders who were 
called “N****r-loving race 
traitors.”  

47 year-old Jim Peck was 

viciously beaten.  It took 53 

stitches to close the wounds to 

his head.  

He was refused treatment at a 

white-only hospital.



White Freedom Rider Jim Zwerg had his 
teeth knocked out and was hospitalized, John 
Lewis struck in the head with a tire iron.

Saturday, 20 May 1961: In Montgomery,

20 more Riders (mostly SNCC students) are 

beaten and injured…

Bobby Kennedy had sent John Siegenthaler

down as a DOJ observer.  He was knocked 

unconscious when struck with a tire iron.



Monday 22 May 1961:

CORE CALLS OFF THE 

RIDES TO AVOID 

POSSIBLE DEATHS.

Tuesday 23 May 1961:

Diane Nash, understood 
momentum. 
She kept the Rides alive 
by calling black colleges in 
the Eastern U.S. to recruit 
fresh volunteers to 
replace injured Freedom 
Riders. 



FRESH VOLUNTEERS ARRIVE 
IN MONTGOMERY

Tuesday, 23 May 1961:
David Myers and David Fankhauser, 
Central State students, immediately fly 
down overnight. 

They are secretly whisked to Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy’s home where they must 
“hide out” for four days.

There, they 
found Revs. King, 
Shuttlesworth 
and Abernathy in 
Abernathy’s 
home planning 
the Freedom 
Rides. 



Wednesday 24 May 1961:  National Guard Called Out.

NEW 

SOUTHERN 

STRATEGY IN 

JACKSON:  

No longer will 

mobs be given 

free reign to 

beat the Riders.

NOW: Arrest 

everyone! 

Yale divinity 

students  

immediately 

bailed out.



The focus of the Freedom Rides changes
They think throwing us in jail will halt the 

Rides.

Meetings in Rev. Abernathy’s home with Drs. 

King, Shuttlesworth and C.T. Vivian,  

decided on a new strategy:

FILL THE 

JAILS!

“Jail, no bail!.



Sunday, 28 May 1961, Montgomery Trailways Station, 6 AM: 

David Fankhauser             Allen Carson, Jr.           David Myers    Pauline Knight   Franklin Hunt



No rest stops, no additional passengers, only a state police escort, front and back, protect from KKK violence.

Six hour bus ride from Montgomery to Jackson



“Sunday 28 May 1961:Jackson, Mississippi Trailways Bus Station

“Cap’n Ray”, Jackson Police    David Fankhauser     Albert Dunn   unidentified        David Myers

Screen shot from TV video footage, as Freedom Riders arrived in Jackson MS from Montgomery AL



Sunday 

28 May 1961:

In the Jackson, 

MS Trailways 

Station:  Freedom 

Riders were 

funneled into the 

“Whites Only” 

Waiting Room. 

“Captain Ray” 

(left) 

perfunctually

ordered us  “Y’all 

have to move on”.  

After the third 

order, arrested us.

“Cap’n Ray    Albert Lee Dunn     Larry Hunter       David Fankhauser   David Myers



30 May 1961:

In solitary confinement, I 
wrote a letter on toilet 
paper, which was 
smuggled out by a 
sympathetic reporter.

(Thanks to Carole Carpey 
Rozycki for saving this letter, and
making it available.)

QUOTES:

“I was tried yesterday…[and] have received a 60 day suspended sentence and $200 fine 
which I have refused to pay, and will be “working it out…”

The jail is segregated, but I am in solitary confinement, so it doesn’t matter.

I… ask… that each of you write a letter [to President Kennedy]… urging that immediate 
steps be taken to end segregation in the South—as well as the North.
We are on our way to Victory… with [your] help, we will overcome Jim Crow.



Jackson City Jail “Bull Pen”



Jackson Mississippi Jails filled!

Overflow Freedom Riders are bussed to 
Parchman State Penitentiary.

(“Parchman Farm” of Delta Blues fame)

⚫ Prison Bus:

⚫ Below: 

Prison Labor

“chopping cotton”

Route , Jackson MS to “Parchman Farm”

Inset:  Mississippi Delta (lilac)



Maximum Security Unit, Death Row



Underwear
Toothbrush
Bible
Aluminum cup

TYPICAL MEALS:

BREAKFAST
Grits or biscuits 
black molassas 
and chickory 
“coffee”

LUNCH
Mashed potatoes
Sweet Potatoes
Macaroni
two biscuits
(occasionally 
Gristle gravy)

SUPPER
Rice
Mashed Potatoes
cup of milk

Screens from these windows were 

removed when we refused to stop singing.

15 June 1961, Men's Cell block, Parchman State Penitentiary Maximum Security Unit



Death Row Cell-Block Mates

James Farmer  
Founder of Congress of Racial Equality

Organizer of Freedom Rides

Stokely Carmichael (Kwame Ture)
Originator of the phrase “Black Power”

Used non-violence as a technique

Felt freedom would not come without violence.

John Lewis
Co-founder of SNCC

One of original 13 Freedom Riders

Suffered head injury from Montgomery beating

Got back on the bus from Montgomery to Jackson

Prominent member of House of Representatives



Freedom Songs: 

Heart and Soul of the Movement
In Parchman Penitentiary, for the first 

time,  black and white Freedom 

Riders were housed in the same cell 

block.  

Blacks taught us “white boys” to sing!  

Freedom songs, derived from 

spirituals, which arose from slavery, 

retained their emotional content.  

These songs sustained us, raised our 

spirits, and bound us together in our 

common cause.

We sang for hours on end.

SING WITH ME!



Guards battle against Freedom Songs

Our toothbrushes…

Our Bibles…

Our mattresses and sheets…

The screens off the windows…

Then… as hoards of insects flew in, 

attracted by the 24 hour lighting…

Because our songs were “bothering the 

cooks…,” they heavily salted our food.  

Then, guards took away in succession:

We kept singing

We kept singing

We kept singing

We kept singing

Chemical warfare!



Free at last, free at last!

⚫ On 9 July 1961, (after 42 

days) I was released, and 

put on a train from 

Jackson MS to Cincinnati.

⚫ Arriving at Cincinnati’s 

Union Terminal, I was met 

by a singing crowd of 

CORE supporters.  

⚫ Two large men hoisted me 

up on their shoulders and 

carried me, singing all the 

way down the concourse!



Success for the Freedom Rides!

The Freedom Rides made Civil Rights a nationwide movement for the first time. 

⚫ Robert  Kennedy finally enforced the law requiring integrated interstate facilities

⚫ “White" and “Colored" signs came down.

⚫ Waiting rooms were consolidated and passengers sat where they pleased.                      

320 Freedom Riders arrested between 24 May 1961 and 13 September 1961

Photo: Book cover jacket of “Breach of Peace”,  Eric Etheridge, Atlas & Co. (2008).



NOW:
“What would Martin say and do?” 

The residue of slavery and Jim Crow:

⚫ JUSTICE:
⚫ Blacks and Whites are dealt out different brands of justice. 

⚫ Black males are 2.5x more likely to be killed by police than whites.

⚫ ECONOMY:
⚫ Economic injustice still follows racial lines.

⚫ The rich are getting richer, everyone else is getting poorer.

⚫ CULTURE OF VIOLENCE: (At home and abroad)
⚫ US militarism costs us trillions for their wars and bases.

⚫ Gun violence in US is FAR greater than other 1st world countries.

⚫ HEALTH AND EDUCATION:
⚫ Scandalously poor quality of inner city education

⚫ Prohibitive cost of higher education

⚫ Need universal health care: “Obamacare” is a bandaid.



“Darkness cannot drive out darkness,

Only light can do that.

Hate cannot drive out hate,

Only Love can do that.”

Born Michael King, Jr., 15 January 1929 in Atlanta GA


